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DISCOURSE ON ETERNAL LIFE. 


(From the Report of the Debate, §c., between the Editor and 
Rev. J. S. Watt.) 


The day after the debate was Sunday. It was therefore, judged 
fitand proper by the Christian Body, that the Citizens, in whose 
minds generally, considerable interest had heen produced, should 
be addressed by Dr. Thomas on the subject of the Life which is 
tocome. Accordingly notice was given to that effect at the close 
of his address on the previous day. ‘The congregation met at the 
Fork Meeting House, and presented a respectable, numerous, and 
exceedingly attentive appearanre. ‘The Speaker addressed them 
between three and four hours; and the following is the speech in 
substance. He commenced by reading the third of John’s Testi- 
mony, which ends with the declaration that “Ze who believes 
on the Son, HAS LIFE ETERNAL; he who rejects the Son, 
SHALL NOT SEE LIFE; but the vengeance of God awaits 
him.’’—He then proceeded to say— 











My respected Friends! 

The reading of this portion of the Di- 
vine Word must, I think, have i:pressed your minds with the 
conviction, that the world is divided into two classes rela- 
tively to the Son of God; of which, the one is made up of 
Believers on the Son, and the other of Rejectors of the Son. 
Now this is true as it appears on the face of the record; but per- 
mit me'to observe, that the phrase dhe world must be taken in a 
limited sense. Jesus in his discourse with Nicodemus uses the 
expression frequently; and in v. 17, says, “God has sent his Son 
into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world may 
be saved by him.”’ Now, if we were to insulate this verse from 
the surrounding context, we might conclude, that the whole world 
without a single exception, would obtain eternal life; but the con- 
text guards us against such aconclusion, and teaches us that Jesus 
meant whosoever of the world’ that believes on him. When 
then, you say “the world is divided, &e.,” you of course would 
restrict the term to that world of men and women, which was 
related to the Son; in other words, to those who had heard of 
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the Son and to whem the evidence of his divine character had 
been submitted. For, it must commend itself to your rationality, 
that a man cannot sustain thé character of a Rejector of the 
Son, who has never heard of such a personage; neither can 
he be regarded as a Believer, unless it can .be shown, that 
men can believe in things ef which they have no knowledge. 
You perceive, then, that there may exist a class of people, who 
are neither Believers nor Rejectors; now concerning this Third 
Class of the Human Family, Paul inquires,—‘How shall they 
call on Him, in whom they have not believed? And how shall 
they believe in him, of w hom the y have not heard?” No, it 1s 
impossible: for as the Apostle says,, “faith (or belief) comes b 

hearing,’ and the hearing by the proclamation of the w aed of God. 
Law must be delivered to men before they can obey or disobey. 
“If,” said Jesus, “1 had not come and spoken to them (the Jews,) 
they had not had sin (that is, they could not have committed the 
sin of rejecting me); but now they have no excuse for their sin,”’ 
(because, he “had done among them such miracles as none othe: 
ever did’’)—So that, if Jesus had appeared among the Jews, and 
claimed to be their King from Heaven, and had done no miracles 
to sustain that high pretension they would not have been obnox- 
ious to a deprivation of Eternal Life for rejecting him; their con- 
demnation to Eternal Death must have been predicated on som: 
other ground. ‘ 

From these and other considerations, laffirm, that the race ef 
Man is constituted of Three Classes in relation to the Pentecostial 
Proclamation concerning the Son of God. J irst, of that class, 
which Believes on the Son; second, of that, which Rejects the 
Son; and third, of that, which never heard of the Son of God. 
Now concerning the First Class, John says, that its members 
“have life eternal;” concerning the Second, “they shall not 

e life; and concerning the Third, the principle laid down by 
Jes us is that Gd not having spoken to them, they will not be 
condemned for rejecting him, as he had not put them to the proof 
and Paul shows, that they will not attain to eternal life for, he 
quotes the prophet Joel, who says, that “whosoerer calls upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved,” iad remarks, “how 

all they eall on him, on whom a y have neither believed nor 
Nard,” no; from death, this third class cannot be delivered, or sa- 
ved as no means of escape ‘therefrom has been propount ded to them. 

1 wish now, to rivet your attention upon the Things of Eter- 
nal Life; and in doing so [1 would set before you this 

PROPOSITION, 
Eternal Lifeis a matter of promise. 
ce Est 

By eternal 1s meant unending ;—by life is intended a full, 
per; foc t,and renewed 3 nanifestation of the intellectual, moral, 
znd physical faculties or constituents of Man; and by is a 
matter of promise, is signified, a thing which is assured by @ 
leclaration previous lo ils possegsion. 
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Hence, my proposition thus defined, will read as follows:— 


The possession of intellectual, moral, and physic al powers 
by Man, in full, per fect, renewed, and unending manifesta- 
tion is the subject of an assurance made previously to its 
realization. 


Having stated to you my proposition, and having defined it with 
as much precision and simplicity of language as possible, I shall 
now prese nt to you the proofs upon which it rests, Permit me 
then, to direct your attention to the following passages of the 
reap of God. 


1, 2. Tim. 1. 1.—Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ, by the will of 
God, on accou nt of Tue Promise or Lire which 
is by Christ Jesus. 
2. Titus 1. 2.—Paul, in hope of Eternal Life, which God, who 
cannot lie, promised before the times of the Ages; 
—who has now manifested his word (of promise), 
at the proper season, by the Proclamation with 
which Tam entrusted. . 
. Heb. vii. 6.—Abraham the Holder of the Promise. 
. Gal. iii, 16.—To Abraham were the promises made, and to his 
Seed;—w ho is the Christ. 
5. 1. John ii. 25.—This is The Pro ise which he has promised 
to us, even Eternal Life. 


* 
—~ 


— 


Now, from the first of our proofs we perceive, that it was on 
account of this very promise, that Paul was constituted an apostle 
of Jesus Christ. It teaches us, that the Life promised is by Jesus 
Christ; that is, that it was manifested by him. Ina subsequent 
part of this chapter, Paul terms The Promise the Purpose and 
Favor of God “given before the times of the Ages;” and given 
too, “through Jesus Christ,’”’ or The Seed of Abraham (according 
to proof No. 4,) ‘and now (in his day) made manifest by the ap- 
pearing of our Naviour Jesus Christ; who has, indeed, vanquished 
death, and brought Lire and tNcorruptipinity to light py Tar 
Gosret; of which Paul was appointed a herald, and an Apostle.” 
Had_not The Promise of Eternal Life to ‘all the families of the 
Earth”? been made, there would have been no ‘Apostle and 
Teacher of the Gentiles;” for it was on account of this Promise of 
Life that he was appointed ‘by the will of God.’ Furthermore, 
he says, that “the Light which is the Life of Man,” is developed 
in the Gospel, which he (Paul) preached; consequently, The Gos- 
pel is the true interpretation of ‘The Promise of Life made before 
the Ages of the Law. 


My second proof sets forth the subject-matter of the Promise as 
a ‘thing of Hope; his phrase is, in hope of “Eternal Life;”’ and in 
Titus iii. 7, he speaks of “Heirs according to the hope of Eternal 
Life.” Now, as to hope, “he says,” in Rom. viii. 2 24-—“*hope that 


is att: ened, | is not (or ceases to be) hope; for who can hope for that 
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which he enjoys? But if we hope for that which we do not enjoy, 
then, with patience, we wait for it.” Asif he had said,—if a man 
have immortality within him he has attained to it, and is in the 
enjoyment of it; why then does he yet hope for it; butif he is 
altogether mortal and corruptible, and he hope for it, then with 
patience he waits for it until it is conferred; for that which a man 
actually possesses cannot in the nature of things, be to him a mat- 
ter of hope. A man cannot, at one and the same time, be an im- 
mortal soul,’’ and “long for immortality;” the idea, though pop- 
ular, is absurd. 

But Paul says, that Eternal Life becomes a matter of hope by 
virtue of a promise, which God made “before the Tithes of the 
Ages.” But what period is indicated by the phrase the Times of 
the Ages? It is agreed pretty generally, that the Times of the 
Mosaic Law are signified; inasmuch as the period of that Dis- | 
pensation or Constitution of things, was distributed into Ages of 
fifty years. termed Jubilees. It was before the setting up of the 
kingdom of Israel, then, that God made the Promise of Eterna} 
Life. But, it may be asked, how long before and to whom did 
he make the Promise? ‘These are important queries, and ought 
to be answered with precision. Paul says, that The (Diatheekee) 
Will or Promise, was made 430 years before the Law of Moses 
was delivered, and that it was made to Abraham and to his Seed, 
who is the Christ; see proof 4. Of these Abraham was The Hol- 
der of the Promise, and his Seed, the Christ, the subject of the 
Will; for Paul terms The Promise—*Tue Witt concernine 
THe Curist’—Diatheekee eis Christon.—These phrases, then, 
“The Will econcerniag the Christ,” and ‘The Promise of The 
Eternal Life’? are one and the same; for The Eternal Life and 
The Christ are the same; for John in guarding his brethren 
against idols, says, ‘*‘we know that the Son of God has come, 
and has given us understanding, that we might know Him (the 
God) that is true; and we are in Him that is true, in his Son Jesus 
Christ: this is the True God (the Father) and The Eternal Life 
(his Son). Besides, Jesus styled himself ‘The Life,” as well 
as The Way, The Truth, and the Resurrection. 

The promise of Eternal Life is recorded by Moses in Genesis: 
and is veiled in the following language. ‘+All the Land (of Pa- 
lestine) which thou seest, to Thee will I give it, and to thy Seed 
for ever’’—Unto thy Seed have I given this Land from the River 
of Egypt unto the great River, the river Euphrates.”—This. pro- 
mise was sealed with the blood of a Heifer, a She Goat, and a 
Ram, all of three years old; the duration of the ministry of the 
Anointed Sacrifice before he was slain by the Jews. Thus was 
“The Will ratified by God” 430 years before the Law. 

The Promise was reiterated to Isaac and Jacob, the Son and 

nd son of Abraham. But it may be said, the phrase Eternal 

ife is not expressed in the Will; and Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
did not, nor have they ever possessed the Land. This is true; but 
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though the phrase is not expressed the thing is implied; and it is 
quite true, that all these and more, died in faith, or confidence of 
hope, not having received the Land with its rights, privileges, 
immunities, and appurtenances thereunto belonging. But this 
incident forms the solution of the difficulty. Abraham died with- 
out possessing the Land; and his Seed, the Christ, came to his 
own Land, but left it without acquiring possession thereof; has 

God's promise to these personages failed? No, says Paul, for 

God who promised it cannot lie (Tit. 1. 2.)— What then must 

happen tn order that The Will may be administered, or The 

Promise of God fulfilled? The answer is, that Tae Curist must 

DescenD From Heaven; and ABRAHAM, ISAac, AND JacoB MUST 

BE RAISED FROM THE DEAD, TO REALIZE IT. 

The subject of this proposition takes a wider range than I can 
describe at present. I shall therefore, proceed to affirm, that— 
The Eternal Lifeof Man is deposited in Jesus, the Prince of 

Life. 
PROOFS. 

1. John v. 26.—As the Father has Life in himself, so has he given 

to the Son to have Life in himself. 

ss 66 40.—O Jews! You will not come tu me, that you may 

obtain life. 

» * vi.35.51.—Jésus answered, lam the Bread of Life; which 
descended from heaven; whoso eats of his bread 
shall live for ever; and the bread thatI will give 
is my flesh, which I give for the life of the world. 

4.°'“ xi. 24.—ILam the Resurrection and The Life. 

5. Col. iii. 3.—Your Life is hid with Christ in God. When 
Christ Our Lire shall appear, then you shall 
also appear with him in glory. 

§. 1.Jno.v.11.—This is the testimony, that God has given to us 
eternal Life; and rais Lire 1s 1In nis Son.—He 
who has the Son has this life; and he who has not 
the Son of God, as not this life. 

From these passages, it is clear, that, although a man may be 
‘an heir of Eternal Life, and in that sense have within him that 
which springs up to Eternal Life, yet the life itself is not an in- 
herent principle of his nature, but one that may be acquired, by 
virtue of an interest in the Son of God. He is the Bread of Life, 
and it is just as necessary to feed on that Bread to live for ever; 
as it is to feed on the bread which perishes, to live the ordinary 
life of an Animal Man. Our first proof agrees with the doctrine 
of The Word as revealed in John 1. 1—5.—The Word was God 
and in it was Life. This Life-Word afterwards became incarra- 
ted, and was manifested to Israel by the Baptism of John as the 
Son, and therefore, the equal with God;, for the grand difference 
between The Word by whom all things were created and the 
Word which sojourned among the Jews, consi<ted not in their 
being essentially dissimilar, for they were not—they were one (I 
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and my Father are one)—but in the Life-Word Creator, assuming, 
tn relation to men, the nature of a descendantof Abraham. This 
assumption, however, made no difference as to the inherent attri- 
bute of Life; hence. said Jesus, “as the Father has life in himselfé 
so has he riven to the Son to have Life in himscl{f’’—the Father 
beine the Life- Word, and the Son, the Life- lord incarnated. 

The Life- Word Incarnated, named Jesus by the Life- Word, was 
mtroduced among men as the Fountain of Life and Licht to the 
World. Hence, in con versing with the Jews, he Says, in effect, 
“vou search the Scriptures to discover the way by which Eternal 
Life may be procured; now these testify, 3 it am he, who con- 
fers it; and yet you will not come to me, the Fountain of Living 
Waters and avin that your thirst may be allan red; Iam the Eter. 
nal Life—in me, the fulness, the favor,-and i truth are incorpo- 
rated; and yet, 0 Jews, you will not come to me that you may 
obtain the Life you se ek!’’—But if they had within them immor- 
tality, why needed they to go to Jesus to obtain it? It would have 
been unnecessary, but inasmuch as there,was no Immortality—not 
one spark of it within them, if they would live for ever in any sense 
they were imperatively bound to go to Him “who only hath immor- 
tality” to bestow, and obtain it on any terms he might deign to pre- 
scribe. 

Messiah is the Resurrection and the Life; and no man can enter 
the presence of the Father, unless he introduce him; and because, 
he is the Reserrection and the Life, Paul told the Christians of 
Colosse, that their life was A7d with him inGod. But if immor- 
tality is an inherent principle of human nature, how can it be said 
to be hid with Christ? It ought then, to read owr life is hid in 
ourselves! But, in relation to.the true believers. Christ The Life, 
is termed “Our Life,’? because all their hope for Eternal Life is 
embodied in him. Hence he is called “Christ our hope.” If he is 
pot risen, their hope 1s vain, and when they die they perish as the 
brutes, But he has risen from the dead, and sits at the richt hand 
of God, waiting until the time appointed for his return hither ar- 
rive: and “when Christ our life shall appear, then you also (O 

rue Believers,) shall appear with him in glory,” honor, and im- 
mortality, and not one instant before. “We know,” says John, 
“that'awhen he shall appear, we shall be like him, (glorious, hon- 
orable and immortal);—we shall see him as he is. And every one 
who has this hope in him, purifies himself, even as He is pure.””— 
‘The idea, then, of an immediate translation from earth to heaven 
et our animal decease is excluded; for the true believer is not to 
appear in glory til] the appearance of Messiah on earth to raise the 
dead. 

My sixth proof instructs us, that God has given to the faithful 
eternal life; but that, although it says, else where, that “he that 
eats my flesh and drinks my blood, has eternal life,’ yet John 
teaches in the proof before us, that ‘his life is in the Son of God, 

and that it is he only who has the Son that has this life: for he 
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emphatically declares, that He who has not the Son, HAS NOT 

THis Lire. If then this be true, it neceesarily follows, that the 

disobedient, the rejectors, and all who have not the Son, in the 

true scriptural sense, are destitute of all right, title, and property 
in the life which endures for ever. 

My third proposition, which seems, in the nature of things, to 
come next in order is, that— " 

Eternal Life is the Free Gifl of God. 

By the phrase Free Gift of God is me ant a ny thing bestowed 
by Ci é as a@matter of grace or pure unmeriled favor, And 
here are the proofs:— 

1. John ie 10.—Jesus said, “If you knew the gift of God, and 
who he is who says to you—Give me to drink; 
you would have asked him, and he would have 
given to you water of lives (hudoor zoon). 

2. Rom. vi. 23. yr he Gracious Gift of God is everlasting life by 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

3. Ephes. il. 8.—By grace are you saved through faith; and this 
(gracious salvation) not of yourselves; it is the 
Gift of God. 

4. 1, Pet. 1. 13.—Constartly hope for the Gift to be brought to 

rou, at the Revelation of Jesus Christ. 

If then, Etermalfifife be the I’ree Gift of God bestowed through 
Jesus Christ, it mt surely be obvious to the meanest capacity, 
that Immortality isMet inherent, or he reditarily derived from the 
Animal Adam; and@ficrefore, that immortality 1s a principle extra- 
neous to the Constitution of Man, and consequently, if enjoyed by 
his Race must be derived as a giit—a free and gracious gift from 
Him, who alone has,it toconfer. This gracious gift is an Eternal 
Reward, as the rejection of those who seek for it in their own way 
instead of in the way appointed by God, will be to them, an Eternal 
Punishment. It is a Reward which Jesus will bring with him; as 
itis written, “Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me,” 
which according to Paul is “glory, honor, immortality and peace” 
to every one who does well. Eternal Life is styled a free gift, 
because God-bestows it spontane ously, that is, of his own accord, 
No one prompted him; it is a gift which flows from his own pure 
benevolence, and Jove of the Race he planted on this terrestria] ball, 
He saw the wretchedness into which the world wag plunged; being 
moved, therefore, with compassion he devised a scheme in confor- 
mity with the excellency of his own nature by which to deliver it 
from that extinction which he foresaw would ultimately supervene 
if left to itself: it is written in the chapter we have read, “God so 
loved the world, as to give his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believes on him, may not perish, but obtain eternal Jife.”” Let us, 
then, admire the goodness and philanthropy of God our Saviour for 

this his unspeak: ably inestimable gift: and lay hold on it likewise 
2s the very anchor of gospel hope. 
( T'o be continued.) 
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Tue Morat Conpition or THE East. 
(By J. 8S. Buckingham.) 


Before I enter upon this topic (however) allow me, in stip- 
port of the views maintained by those who have already ad- 
dressed you, to supply a very striking example which seems 
to have escap’d them, from our own history, of the wonderful 
and beneficial change produced by the circulation of the Scrip- 
tures in countries where they before existed, but only as a 
sealed book: because, from what has been, may very fairly be 
inferred what mav again be the result of sucha step. The 
period to which [ allude is that of our great, and as it is often 
most appropriately called, glorious Reformation. The princi- 
pal feature of that great work was to break down the spiritual 
dominion then exercised by the Pope, and to place the Scrip- 
tures in the hands of all classes, in a language intelligible 
to all, with perfect freedom, not merely of perusal, but of 
interpretation or acceptation of its contenis.’ And what was 
the issue? Why, that men becoming possessed of what was 
hitherto seale.! up from their inspection, exercised their dili- 
gence in examining, and their judgment ingnterpreting it for 
themselves; so that the dominion of the esthood was de- 
stroyed, and religion became what it ought every where to be, 
a free and unfettered communion between the soul and its Cre- 
ator. Take, thus, the picture of England, Holland, Ge:many, 
and other northern countries then under Papal sway, and lay 
it beside a picture of the same countries since they have been 
emancipated from the priestly yoke, and see the amazing differ- 
ence: in the one case, bigotry and ignorance were the greatest 
characteristics of the age; in the other, liberality and intelli- 
gence have happily succeeded: and to this no single event has, 
perhaps, more powertully contributed than that which placed 
the Scriptures in every man’s hands, with full liberty to judge 
for himself of all taat they contained. In short, in comparing, 
even at the present moment, the several countries of the earth 
that are oominally under what are called Christian Govern- 
ments, you will find that where the Bible is still withheld from 
the inspection of the people at large, and where even the few 
who are permitted to read it are obliged to shape their faith ac- 
cording to the dictates of their spiritual teachers, as is especially 
the case in Spain and Portugal, bigotry and ignorance still pre- 
vail; while in these countries in which the Scriptures are most 
freely circulated, and where religious liberty is most extensively 
enjoyed, as is the case in-England and America, there the very 
opposite picture is presented, and there freedom, intelligence, 
morality, and happiness, are the fiuits which it produces. But 
let me pass to the condition of that portion of the globe which 
I have been more especially called upon to describe. 
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The first of the Eastern countries which it was my lot to 
visit, as a traveller, was Egypt; and it was, of course, impos- 
sible for me to tread the banks of the Nile, from among the 
bulrushes of which Moses was taken up by the daughter of 
Pharaoh,—to traverse the land of Goshen, or cross the Red 
Sea to the Desert of Wandering,—to behold the stupendous 
monuments, in the erection of which, it is at least probable, 
that the enslaved and captive Israelites were employed—and 
not to feel an additional interest in every thing connected with 
its scriptural history, or to be indifferent to the state and con- 
dition of the people among whom those Scriptures were still 
held in esteem. The government of that country, as you are 
aware, is in the hands of Mohammedans, by whom Christian- 
ity is rejected, and its professors subjected to disabilities and 
oppressions. Accordingly, the circulation of the Scriptures is 
extremely limited in Egypt. Nevertheless, inasmuch as there 
are still 4 number ef professing Christians, of the several sects 
denominated as Greeks, Armenians, Copts Nestorians, Maron- 
ites, &c., having religious establishments and places of worship 
in Egypt, the introduction of the Scriptuies among them might 
not be a work of difficulty, and from them it might the more 
readily pass into the hands of those who would be otherwise 
inaccessible; while in consequence of the degraded and cor- 
rupt state of the Christians themselves, it may be said that the 
Scriptures, if presé¢nted in a Janguage in which they could be 
familiarly read, would be likely to effect ®s great a change 
among them as among those whe profess not their faith; for 
scarcely any thing can be conceived more remote from the 
simple purity of Christianity, than the rites, ceremonies, and 
dogmas designated by that name in the East. 

The countries that I next visited, and which may be well 
associated together on this occasion as one, namely, Palestine 
and Mesopotamia, possessed a still stronger Scriptural interest 
than even Egypt; for, while gazing on the walls and towers of 
Jerusalem,—crossing the brook Kedron by the Pool of Siloam,— 
treading the Mount of Olives, and entering Bethany and Beth- 
page, Bethlehem and Nazareth,— who could be indifferent tothe 
Sacred Volume that recorded all the events of which these spots 
were the scenes and witnesses?—If I bathed myself in the wa- 
ters of the Jordan, or lingered on the shores of the Dead Sea,— 
if I hung with delight on the glorious prospects from Lebanon, 
or reposed among the bowers of Damascus,—in short, whatever 

ath my footsteps traced, whether it led me through the ruins of 

yre and Sidon, of the fields and vallies of remoter solitudes, 
every rock and every eminence, every brook and every rivulet, 
had its own especial history, and roused up a thousand Scrip- 
turai associations. Yet here, too, as in Egypt, the government 
is in the hands of Mohammedans; and though there are not 
wanting professing Christians in considerable number and va- 
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riety, both as residents and as pilgrims, yet the Scriptures aze 
so little known and understood among them, and so litjle vigi 
lance is exercised by those whose duty it is fo be alw ays active 
in the cause, that they correspond exactly with the des scription 
given by the prophet, when he speaks of the “shepherds that 
sleep” while the fold is in danger, and the “watchmen who 
slumber” while the citadel is invaded. 

in Mesopotamia, the darkness fs even greater still. At Ur 
of the Chaldees, the birth-place of Abraham, and over all the 
country beyond the great river Euphrates, Christianity is less 
and less to be found, even in name, and still more remote from 
its original purity in characte r; so much so, that there is one 
sect who consider themselves to be in some degree Christians, 
as they profess to follow a gospel of St. John; but their claim to 
that appellation may be judged from the fact of their actually 
pay ng divine honours to Satan, and quoting a passage of this 
gospel in their defence. The awful ruins of Nineveh and Bab- 
ylon stand upon the banks of their respective streams, the Ti- 
gris and Euphrates, in all the silent gloom of utter desolation: 
and traversing their vast remains with the Scriptural descrip- 
tions of their grandeur fresh in my recolléction, it was impos- 
sible not to feel all the sadness which characterised the captive 
Israelites of old, when, instead of singing the songs of Zion as 
in happier days—they hung their harps upen the willows, and 
sat themselves down by the waters of Babylon and wept. 

In passing from thence into Persia, there was not much im- 
provement, although there a ray of hope had begun to illumine 
the general darkness, In every part of that country, the Euro- 
pean character is so highly respected, that almost any measure 
coming from Kuropeans, and Englishmen especially, would be 
sure to meet with less resistance than in any other part of the 
Mohammedan world. While Persia is, therefore, quite as des- 
titute as all the other countries of Asia, in amoral and re! igious 
sense, it appears to me that it offers a less obstructed channel 
for the introduction of a great change in this particular respect, 
than any other of the surrounding states. [may.add to this 
general assertion a fact which came under my own personal 
observ ation, and which tends to shew what might be done in 
Persia by judicious men and judicious measures. The Rey. 
Henry Martyn, whose name must be familiar to most of you, 
and whose sharkevee stands high wherever his name is known, 
was in Persia, just previous to the period of my passing through 
that country; and at Shiraz, I met with several Moliahs, or 
teachers of the Mohammedan faith, from whom I learnt that 
Mr. Martvn’s life and conversation had produced the most sur- 
prising effect in softening, the usual hostility between Moham- 
medans and Christians; ‘that the most learned Muftis had con- 
versed freely with him, on points of faith and doctrine, and that 
they had come to the conclusion, that there were not such ins 
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superable barriers between them as they had at first conceived. 

Such a step as this is most important, because from the mo- 
ment those who are in error can be brought to listen patiently 

te the truth, hopes may be entertained of its final triumph; for, 
as Milton has beautifully observed, “though ali the winds of 
doctrine were let loose upon the earth, so truth be among 
them, we need not fear. Let her and falsehood grapple: 
who ever knew her put to the worst, ina free and open en- 
coumer?” 

( To be continued.) 
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SROTHER F. W. EMMONS, ON THE CRISIS 
No. 3. . 
To A. CAMPBELL, ON THE OrveER oF WorsniIp. 


(Writien for the Millennial Harbinger.) 


Em™aus, June 24, 1858. 
Dear Brother Campbell. 
Your Millennial Harbinger, No. 6, cur- 
rent volume, has been received; and IJ hasten to acknowledge my 
obligations, and offer, my thanks to you for your very flattering 
notice of me and of my “tract,” called 7" he Voice”®—a tract, 
by the way, of 252 pages, 18 mo., some five or six hundred copies 
of which hare recently been bound. 

I recret to learn that only one or two numbers of this work ever 

reached your eye; and more regret, that these one or two have not 
been care fully read by you; believing if they had been, and recele- 
ved half the attention from you, which—I will not say their merit, 
baut—their subject demands; in the first place, youwould not have 
differed so much from me, as in your article on “Order of Wor- 
ship,”’ before me, you appear to differ; and in the second } ice. if 
a difference had then existed, in. your judgment, of sufficient im. 
portance to call the attention of your readers to it; you would not 
have left the w: ay—l! will not say, behind, but—be fore. so open 
and easy for me to get out, as you now have done. . apt | can- 
not call in question your statement, that you regard a// (hat you 
have read from me, on Acts ii, 42, to prove that this passage 
presents the exercises and order of exercises in the public wore 
ship of the first Christian congregations, ‘*as wholly illogical, in- 
conclusive, and unsatisfactory;”’ I must have more evidence than 
you give in this article, that you have read all, either of number 
one or two, of said *“tract.”’ Indeed, brother Campbell, you would 
not—I am sure you would not—have me leok upon this as a seri- 
ous attempt of yours at all, of “trying your hand” to show that I 
have n mt in the Voice, written som th ing logical, conclusive, and 
satisfactory on this proposition. But I must give my reasons, 
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1. “Brother Emmons,” you say, “takes for granted, that Luke 
is describing the worship of the Jerusalem Church on the first day 
of the week in full assembly met. T'his is a pure assumption, 
and incapable of proof,” &c. 

Is itso? Did I take for granted what you here assert? I ask 
not whether it be true or not of all that you have read from me; 
but I ask of those who have read the Voice—or have read all of 
my first number. Is it a pure assumption, and ineapable of 
proof, that Luke in Acts ii, 42, is deseribing the worship of the 
Jerusalem Church on the first day of the week, in full assembly 
met? For what purpose, then, have | occupied of this number,— 
to say nothing of the others,—some eighteen or twenty pages 
beginning on page 35, and ending as follows?—*Having now of- 
fered six reasons to sustain the sentiment, [proposition] which 
was announced at the beginning of this discourse—viz: ‘that Acts 
il, 42, expresses the great exercises, and the order of exercises of 
public worship, in the first Christian congregations;’ this senti- 
ment, in our judgment, is sustained: and more than this.” 

I will not ask you, brother Campbell, to lay before your readers 
all, or any part of these eighteen or twenty pages; nor, to name 
one of my six reasons, therein offered for what was and now 
ought to be, while Messrs. “Skinner,” the **Rerormep CLER- 
GYMAN,” and the “Layman” are pressing matter of such vast 
importance upon us, of what 7s fo be! And yet, it would afford 
me not a little gratification to know that all that 1 have written 
and published upon Acts ii, 42, were in the hands of, and ecare- 
fully read and considered by five hundred or a thousand of your 
most intelligent readers, who feel most interested in a restoration 
of the Ancient Order of things. 

2. “It would give to the Christian worship a liturgy, a ritual 
form like the Jewish, wholly incompatible with the genius of 
Christ’s religion, and would make its meaning and utility to de- 
pend essentially upon arrangement,” &c. 

This is but a reiteration of brother Richardson’s reason, or ob- 
jection, No, 1. See The Voice, p. 141; and see my reply to it in 
full, p. 142, 144. 

3. “It would, with the stamp of divine authority, condemn the 
worship of every Christian community among us,” &c. &e. 

A very serious charge this! and if true. it must go as far against 
proving the exercises and order cf exercises for whivh | contend, 
not of divine authority, as the doctrine, that immersion only is 
baptism, excludes from the kingdom of heaven on earth, all our 
good paido-baptist brethren. 

But 4th. “It is all founded on the most capricious circumstan- 
ces—upon premises singular, anomalous, and wholly unprece- 
dented—upon the mere collocation of four words in verse 42,” 
é&e. &e. &c. 

In reply to this, I beg leave to transcribe here a short extract 
from my replication to brother Richardson’s review: 
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“] agree with the preacher, (he is the preacher and Jam the 
reviewer now,) that ‘immersion, as the means through which we 
enjoy remission of sins, must necessarily precede the knowledge 
of forgiveness; and reformation for the same reason, must neces- 
sarily precede immersion, and so of the rest.” But why is it so 
fixed? How came we to know that it is so fixed—that this neces- 
sary relation exists between faith, reformation, and remission of 
sins? They are so fixed—or, to use the words of the preacher, 
‘They stand, therefore, so to speak, in the relation of cause and 
effect, by the appointment of God.” The first question is 
answered. Now for an answer to the other: 

“We know that such is the appointment of God, only from 
the ORDER OF THE worDs, in which our Lord Jesus Christ gave 
forth his commission to his Apostles to preach the gospel; from 
the ORDER OF THE WorDS in which they announced it; from the 
ORDER OF THE worpDs, in which these leading items of the 
ancient gospel sland arranged in the simple narrative, 
wherever an account of themis given by divine inspiration; 
and from THE FACT, ¢hat the onper oF THE WorDs in sim- 
ple narrative is the order of nature—-is the order in which 
the ACTS, EVENTS, or whatever may be the sussects of the nar- 
rative, occurred. 

“Take away this general rule, and it cannot be proved what is 
the order of heaven; or that heaven has any order in the items of 
the ancient gospel which we se much admire.” Voice, p. 159, 161. 

I stand upon my answer here given, to the question, “How 
came we to know that it is so fixed,”’ &c., as upon the rock of 
Gibraltar. I have, therefore, i/alicized and CapiraLizep it, as 
you see, and cal] ita ‘general rule.’ | apply this rule on p. 163, 
thus: 

“It therefore only remains for me to sustain my position that 
the order of the exercises in Acts ii, 42, is the order in which 
they were and are to be observed by one important reason; 
which will be ‘by as many and as good reasons,’ as the preacher 
has sustained heaven’s order of the items of the ancient gospel. 
My reason is at hand. It is this: Acts ‘i, 42, MAKES A PART OF 
SIMPLE NARRATION. The order of the words, therefore, according 
to our general rule, must.be understood to represent the actions or 
exercises, here spoken of, in the order of their occurrence. M 
replication is done.” In connexion see also p, 244, 245 of No. 3; 
another copy of which | herewith send you.* 

_Icontend not, “that in all narratives, exhortations and descrip- 
tions, the things must stand in time, nature, or importance, as the 
words happen to be arranged;” as you seem to suppose: but, as I 
have above expressed it, *‘simple narrative,” by which | would be 





* Three copies of the Voice, Nos. 1, 2, and 3, were muiled here for Beth- 
=r when published--viz. one to yourself, one to Dr. Richardson, and one 
6 br 


brother Amey. If either of them has not received his compliment, on 
being informed of it, I will supply him also. 
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understood historic relation of facts. Most of your examples 
uader your 4th reason, and making a part of it, do not, therefore, 
hit the mark. They are like brother Riechardson’s references to 
Heb. xii, 22, 24, and vi, 1, under the last head of his review, viz: 
“Further; the order in which words occur does not always 
designate the order of the things for which the words stand.” 
See p. 116, 117, and my reply to him, p. 151, 154, and Appendix 
C. No. 3, p. 235, 237. 

Your first reference to 1 Tim. ii, 1. ‘I exhort, therefore, first 
of all, that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 
thanks be made for all men;” I have long considered to mean; 
“ exhort especially’’—that is, that all men be embraced in your 

supp! lications, prayers, &c., without reference to the time when 
these were to be offered up, and with as little reference (that is 
none at all,) to the order of the different parts named of what may 
be frequently embraced in one address to-a throne of grace. 

“Add to your faith, courage,” says Peter—Why add to faith? 
Because faith stands first, not only on account of its importance; 
but as an exercise first to be put forth by the creature, who would 
please God. For “he that comes to God must believe that he is,” 
&c. Without faith, courace is of no account; and without cour- 
age, neither is knowledge, and so of the rest. 

Again: “The wisdom that comes from above is first pure, then 
peacerble, gentle,” &c. And “the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, 
peace,’ &c. You ask, “does nature or time make them thus 
dependent?” IT answer, it matters not which: but I believe both. 
Parity must precede peaceableness, and peaceableness must pre- 
cede gentleness, &c. So, also, but for love, there could be no true 
joy, no peace, nor any of the good fruits of the spirit which follow 
in this connexion, 

“Moses,” you say, “in describing the plagnes of Egypt -sets 
them down thus: 1. The ecnversion of water into blood, 2. 
Frogs. 3, Lice. 4. Flies. 5. Murrain. 6. Biles. 7. Hail. 

Locusts. -9. Darkness. 10. Destruction of the first born. 
While David in the 78th Psalm puts them down blood, flies, 
frogs, locusts, hail, &c., and in Psalm ev, he sets them down 
darkness, blood, frows. lice, hail, locusts, &e.? 

Very well. Can there be any doubt in your mind, as to the 
order in which these plagues occurred? W ith me there is none. 
The testimony of Moses is that only, which comes under our gen- 
eral rule. ‘The Psalmist, like other poets, had license to speak of 
these plagues, without regard to the order of their occurrence. | 
never thought of straining at such gnats as these, 

If the Apostles and Evangelists have given irreconcileable ac- 
counts of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus; I have yet to 
have it pointed out to me. 

As I have not regarded your essay before me, as a serious at- 
tempt, on your part, to disprove what I have written on the Order 
of Christian Worship; Ihope, you will not consider this brief 
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replication, as a very serious attempt from me to defend it. I do 
not prete nd to have offered in it any new, or “additional reasons,” 
not to be found in the Voice; ner to have elaborated, as I feel 
myself able to elaborate, some of my old ones. If, however, 
after reading «// that I have written and publishe don Acts ii, 42, 
you should think you ean logically, conclusively, and sattsiacto- 
rily show, that my deductions from it, reasons and reasoning, are 
wholly illogical, inconclusive, and unsatisfactory; and for my good 
and for the sake of “the Reformation,” will sericusly try your hand 
to doit; I will be much obliged to you for making the attempt. If 
you succeed to my conviction—(1 will wait till the first of January 
next to be converted.) I will frankl¢ confess it, and cormmunicat 

my confession to you for record in the Harbinge i If, on the other 
hand, you do not convince me, | will be ready by the commence- 

ment of your volume 3, to reply to you, and show that I centend 
for no idle or “unt mught a ulations,” in advocating the exercises 
and order of exercises of re ararn wo rship, as given by the sacred 
historian Luke, in Acts li, 42. And Twill ask only the same time 
and space in your work, vlan 1 and repair my eastle, which you 
may take to destroy it—“Great and on Sobacvent is the truth, and 
will prevail.” Amen. 

Iwill ex pect you to publish this communieation whether yo Ti 
consider the subject werthy of being further prosecute <l or not.— 
Let not any “leaning” or “partiality,” or “kindness” which you 
may feel towards me, cause you to suppress it. 

On page 218 of the Vo ice, you will find a question propounded 
to Baptists and Reformers in general, and to yourself and to the 
Editor of the Christian Review in particular, May we expect to 
be favored with your reply to it in the Millennial Harbinger? 

In conclusion, permit me to state, that some two or three copies 
of T'he Voice, also, have been sent across the Atlantic Ocean; and 
i trust by this time, they may have reached the pla ice of their des- 
tination: but whether the whole or any part of it, will he deemed 
worthy by brethren living so far off, of bei ing reissued from the 
“London press,” J have yet to be informed. 

In love, for the truth’s sake. 

F. W. EMMONS. 

A. CAMPBELL. 





o— 


NEWS FROM A FAR COUNTRY. 


In the Millennial Harbinger for October, it appears by an 
extract from a letter addressed to friend C ‘ampbe ll by Brother 
J. Wallis, that a Body of Disciples is rising ap in England 
upon Scriptural, and therefore upon sound and enduring prin- 
ciples. The honor of the instrumentality of this desirable 
event, is chiefly due to friend C. as the author of an extra on 
Remission of Sins. In that Extra, he plainly sets forth, in 
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effect, the invalidity of all immersions but that of an immer- 
sion upon the belief of the truth. In his writings he has 
plainly taught, that “the popular immersion ts no better than 
a Jewish Ablution;” and, as I conceive, upon this principle— 
that the belief of nothing else but The Gospel can make an 
immersion a sin remitting action. A person may be immersed 
for remission of sins, even; but if he believe not the gospel of 
remission, it matters not. This principle is Scriptural—it is 
inconfutable—it is divine. His Extra on Remission of Sins 

et remains—monumentum perennius @re—a monument of 

is former self, more durable than brass. It has been reprinted 
in England and circulated tosome extent. It 1s the same docu- 
ment as that issued from Bethany; for whether on this or that 
side of the Atlantic Ocean, its fruits appear to be the same. 
In Louisa and elsewhere, it has sent some of those, who were 
born of water and the Spirit of Human Tradition, into the 
water again, that they might be born of water and the Spirit 
of God; soal-o in England its “swasive influence” is identical, 
May its circulation be extended far and wide; and may it con- 
vince multitudes that to “come out of Babylon” is to put on 


Christ intelligently by obeying the gospel’ for a release from 


sins!—The following is Brother Wallis’ account of the mat- 
ter:— 

“Your Essay on Remission of Sins has led many to examine 
the ground of their hope before God, and about five and twenty 
persons, male and female, on theirr nuneiation of Sectarianism, 
Fullerism, Calvinism, Arminianism, and mystic operations, 
into which they were at first tvmersed, have now demanded 
immersion into the faith of Jesus, and are happy in the Lord. 
This state of things has been chiefly brought about, through 
the Essay just mentioned, and the teaching of the simple gos- 
pel of Christ as delivered at the first by Peter and his associ- 
ates.’ 


We rejoice, that men in both countries are beginning to 
recognize the principle, that there 7s no remission of sins by 
immersion unless that immersion be predicated on a belief 
of the true gospel. This doctrine is gaining ground in this 
country to a considerable extent. We doubt not but the truth 
will yet prevail, and that our contemporaries‘will yet acknow- 
ledge, that there is neither heresy nor factionism in the doc- 
trine, that if men would attain toa resurrection to glory, 
honor, and immortality in an incorruptible state, they must 
first believe the Gospel taught by the apostles Peter and Paul, 
obey Tuat gospel, and continue in the practice of the “all 
things” set forth in their Epistles to be observed until the 
end.—Time is short; ‘the days are evil; the Master is at the 
door—his pass-words are “watch,” “prepare,” “be ready!” 
Behold as a thief I come! 
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In addition to the above from the Harbinger, we take the 
liberty of presentiag some extraets from letters we have had 
the pleasure of receiving frum the same quarter. Many breth- 
ren in this country are interested in the progress of things in 
Britain; we do not hesitate, therefore, in laying before them 
the accounts we receive, though we have ne express permis- 
sion; yet, as Brother Wallis exercises his own judgment in 
publishing what we write, there is no doubt he will take it im 
good part if we do so likewise. To all our currespondents we 
would say once for all, that, if they at any time object to what 
they write being seen by the public eye, they will oblige us by 
writing “private” or “confidential” at the Lead of their com- 
munications; which will secure their entire seclusion from the 
world. 





Nortincua', (Eng.) July 27th, 1838. 


Dear Brother. 

The people of this country 
are bound hand and foot as firmly with the cords and manacles 
of Sestarianism-as were the people of the dark ages’with the 
cords and manacles of popish superstition, and | would, if it 
were right, desire to see them cut and snapped in a moment; 
but this is not God’s way at present. Perhaps when the Lord 
shall come it may so occur, but at present, consideration and 
prudence combined with zeal, fortitude and an uncompro- 
mising adhesion to the truth are all to be properly exercised 
by those, who in any humble manner desire to benefit their 
fellows. Lam truly sorry we have nota suitable hymn hook 
for the disciples to use in public. A church has been formed 
at Newark, on Trent, 20 miles from this place. I have recently 
been down there twice with one or more of the brethren, and 
am going again next Lord’s Day, July 29th. This church con- 
sists of seven; four men and three women with good prospects. 
Your Essay on Worship and its Orders (see Advocate, No. 10, 
Vol. iv,) is well received by us, and contains the principles 
advocated here for some time past. The brethren at Newark, 
commenced with it. Four of the above seven have been re- 
dipped, in order that they may he baptized into Jesus, instead 
of their own experience without faith (in the Gospel) which 
a | sewn to have been the case at the first. 

e are now considered as teaching and practising the most 
horrible doctrines. There are only about 18 in our own body 
here who have not been baptized for the remission of sins. 
These at present are satisfied with their former faith and prac- 
tice in this respect, I have some very pleasing notes and letters 
in my possession in reference to this subject of re-immersion, 
and from persons who have not seen any of your works or dis- 
putes on this subject. I have renounced Fullerism, Calvinism, 


Mr. John Thomas, 





BR ct te 
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Sectarianism, and every other ism in the world, and Jesus js 
now my only Teacher, Leader, Lord, and Judge. The tiue 
doctrine of remission of sins (that i is, the true gospel—Ed. Adv.) 
is unknown by the multitude of professors of this corrupt and 
degenerate age. When you come to England, please to pay 
US a Visil at Nottincham. You will hear some strange things 
eoncerning us—at least strange for Englishmen. A ‘fortnight 
ago I baptized two English Baptists into the faith. These 
make about ten in all fro n the church in this place and at 
Newark. ‘The baptist parson at the latter place is already fled 
from his post in quest of a more quiet retreat. We have not at 
present in England, got mto the open field as is the case with 
you; nor shall we be able, until some able men are raised up 
among us. 


[ have now finished my epistle for the present; though T have 
not told you all. Give my love to the holy brethren at Paine- 
ville, the church to which you belong; and believe me your 
brother in the Lord. 


JAMES WALLIS. 


N.B. If you are writing to Brother Emmons, please to give 
mv love to him, and tell him that I have received T'he Voice, 
and quite approve of the sentiments which are there advocated, 
and also of his letter in the Advocate, of May, 1838. J. W. 





NorrincHamM, (Eng.) Aug. 29th, 1838. 
Dear Brother Thomas. 

Your June and July Advocate, with 
the sheets of the Debate as far as printed are all come to ‘hand. 
I have now sent you the Christian Teacher as far as it is out. 
If I mistake not, you will be greatly disappointed with the mat- 
tet contained in them; for like all other sectarian productions, 
the writers have no standard by which to “try the spirits;” but 
recognize all as Christians, both in “name and in fact,” with- 
out having any thing whereby to prove their reality. I have 
neither time nor inclination to read such works, and if I had, 
the advantage to the mind would be. but little worth. The 
reading and examination of the Word of Wisdom, yields mea 
satisfaction not to be derived from any other source. Its won- 
derful histories, promises, and prophecies, together with the 
prospects prese nte 'd, are most exhilirating to all who are seek- 
ing to be approved when the Lord returns. 


As to the Debaté, lam compelled to say, that your definition 
of the words, soul, mortal, immortal, and immortality, are 
worthy of the attention of all candid inquirers after a perfect 
knowledge of the truth. I thank you for it, and when the work 
is complete, please to send me at least four copies. I dare not 
affirin that you will be found wrong in your views and teaching 
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respecting the state of the dead, or the subjects of the first and 
second resurrections. The evidences which you introduce 
appear to my mind to preponderate; nor can I see, if they be 
true, how such views. can be degrading to man, immoral ‘in 
thei: tendency, or deiog gatory to the works, character, and 
government of Jehovah. It is truly wonderful how he could 
make a material, beautiful world like ours, and then make a 
man of the same material capable of contemplating such an 
amazing cisplay of power, wisdom, and goodness. It‘is stil] 
more astonishing, that, after man had rebelled, and by his dis- 
obedience brought death upom himself and all his posterity— 
Jehovah should provide a dispensation of mercy so justly 
adapted to his condition on the one hand, and on the other, 
reveal his amazing love, pily, favor, and Almighty power by 
providing for a future and glorious resurrection from the dead 
for all his saints, when the Li ord, the Second Adam, shall return 
from the skies. 

As a congrega‘ion, we are going on well. Our order of wor- 
ship i is now in exact accordance with the Kssay from your pen, 
published in the July Christian Messenger. Our number has 
increased to 144. But we dare not make converts through the 
influence of singing; nor will any of our brethren who go out 
to preach the truth, either sing or pray in the assembly of the 
unbelievers; uni ss a number of the brethren are present, and 
then they offer a short prayer only. An exhibition of the facts 
of the gqspel is what we most approve, when speaking to unbe- 
lievers. Since the commencement of the Messenger, a church 
of about seventy disciples, has risen up at Wrexham. The two 
presidents have this w eek paid us a visitat Nottingham, Itis 
ninety miles distant. They are in most things of one mind 
with us; are very zealous, and immerse some for remission of 
sins almost every week, 


Some of my correspondents wish me to leave out of the Mes+ 
senger, the writings of John Thomas, which they say are all 
chaff!— and give Mr. Campbell’s exclusively, which the y say 
are all wheat.—Others again reveise the matter. But lam 
fond of variet¥, and so try to please my sell, and benefit all, 
who will learn, W e, at Nottingham, are di: ciples of Jesus: 
and neither Campbellites, nor Thomasites. Having the good 
hope and knowledge of remission, we are looking and waiting 
for his glorious appearing. who shall change our humbled bo- 
dies and make them lke his own, by his spirit that dwelleth 
In us. 


When you can spare time we shall be glad to see you in Not- 
tingham. Ifyou possibly ean, do send me the Morning Wateh. 
The evidences for the px 1sonal reign and second coming are 
what [ want to see, Please in your next, paraphrase Phil. 1. 
20-23; and 2 Cor. v. 6. 8. 











I am not surprised that you should say in your July number, 
that you are sick at heart‘t the present state of society, it is 
truly sickening in this part of the world; but we must have 
patience. 


Yours in the hope. 
JAMES WALLIS. 


‘All scripture given by divine inspiratjon is indeed profitable.’ 

“Please,” says Brother Wallis, “in your next, paraphrase 
Philippians 1. 20-23; and 2 Cor. v. 6-8.” This, I consider, is 
avery reasonable request. No doubt, he has his own views of 
these passages; but not supposing tlrat they are infallible, he 
desires to be informed of the views of others, that from a con- 
trariety of illustrations he may either be confirmed in his own, 
or otherwise convinced if incorrect. It is a part of Christian 
liberty—of that liberty wherewith Christ has made us free— to 
read, mark, learn, inwardly digest, and, if occasion prompt, to 
publish the truths which present themselves to our mind in the 
dispassionate and free examination of the Oracles of God. [t 
is a matter of principle with us to “prove all things,” and to 
leave the consequences to their own keeping. We have no 
system of ourown touphold. Whatever recommends itself to 
our reception as the true sense of scripture, that we will rea- 
dily seize hold of, and retain it as above all price, by whomso- 
ever ; resented; and contrariwise, we will instantly and joyfully 
renounce whatever we hold that, shall be scripturally demon- 
strated to our conviction to be untaught in the divine word. In 
offering, therefore, our paraphrase of these passages, we beg our 
readers to assure themselves, that we force them upon no one. 
We recognize in them equai rights, and would urge them to 
receive nothing for truth, which cannot be logitally and scrip- 
turally sustained. We disclaim all appeal to force, save that of 
argument, and when this fails we are content to leave all de- 
bateable things in abeyance, till the king from heaven comes. 
We fear not for truth:—she is great and omnipotent; for, as 
the magnanimous Milton nobly expresses it—THovuGH ALL 
THE WINDS OF DOCTRINE WERE LET LOOSE UPON THE EARTH, SO 
TRUTH BE AMONG THEM WE NEED NOY FEAR. LEr HER AND 
FALSEHOOD GRAPPLE: WHO EVER KNEW HER PUT TO THE WORST 
IN A FREE AND OPEN ENCOUNTER?” 

“I know,” says Paul, “that (the preaching of Christ through 
envy, strife, or good will) will turn out to me for <alvation, 
through your praver, &c., that Christ shall be manifested in 
my body, whether hy life or by death. For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain. But whether to live in the flesh 
would be to mea fruit of labor, or what to choose, I do not 
know; for lam ina strait between the two, having a strong 
desire to depart and be with Christ, which is by far the better.” 
Phil. 1. 20-23, 











When Paul wrote this he was a prisoner in chains, and in 
the city, Rome. Though ordinarily regarded as a wandering 
and pestilent Jew, he was a person of high consideration with 
the imperial household. Through the whole palace, says he, 
and in all the other notable places it has been ‘made evident 
that the fetters | bear are on account of the Christ; and the 
saints salute you, especially those of @xsar’s household, “And 
you,” my apostles, said Jesus, “shall be broucht before governors 
and kings, on my account, to bear testimony to them and to the 
Gentiles;” and here we find, the undaunted ambassador of the 
Nazarene, declaring his testimony in chains, before the imperial 
throne of the nations, that Jesus is the Christ, or anointed king. 
In the opinion of the world, he held treasonable and revolu- 
tionary doctrines; saying “that there is another king, one Jesus;” 
which was contrary to the decrees of Casar. Because Jesus 
maintained that he was a king, he was put to death, and here 
we discover Paul, his apostle, in jeopardy of his life, in pagan 
Rome, for proc'aiming the same thing. 

This courageous soldier of the great king. who is the king of 
kings, from the day on which he entered the service of our royal 
master, had suffered much hardship in every way. He had been 
striped with cords, beaten with rods, stoned, and shipwrecked. 
He had incurred dangers from rivers, robbers and ambushes;. 
from the Jews and heathen in the city, the wilderness, at sea, 
and among false brethren. In labor and toil, in watching, in 
hunger and thirst, m fastimg, in cold and nakedness, and the 
amphitheatrical and ferine combats for the amusement of a 
cruel and brutal populace. These things, with disputings, and 
the anxious and daily care of all the congregations made up the 
constantly imperilled life of the heroic Paul. By such a life, 
then, and consummated as it was by death in his cause, the 
“Christ was magnified in his body.” What were those scars 
which disfigured his person? They were the marks of the 
wounds with which he was wounded in the service of Christ;. 
they were ‘‘the scars of the Lord Jesus.” To him ¢o live, then 
was indeed Christ; or Christos Christ emoi to me to zeen (is) 
life that is, Christ is my life--it is made up in serving him at 
its very hazard. Hence, to be delivered from this continual and 
perilous warfare by death, would be his gain; for be would then 
rest from his labors, and his works would turn to his account at 
the tribunal. 

This matter of life and death in the then present conjuncture 
caused him some perplexity. He knew not which to choose. 
His desire was to bear much fruit that it might redound to his 
account at the appearing of the Lord. He knew, that whilea 
oper he could labor little or none for Christ; consequently 

e was living to no purpose; yet he could not tell but he might 
be released from prison and again urge the gospel upon the at- 
tention of the world. He would choose to live if he could still 
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bring forth fruit to Christ; and he would choose to die, if in liy- 
ing he should be prey ented in his work, because he would be 
delivered from all his troubles, “Whether to live in the flesh 
would be to me a frwit of labor (karpos ergou) or what to 
choose. I do not know.”—He was in a strait between living 
and dying; duty require “dd that he should live, and inclination 
that he should die: for he knew, that the cruelty of persecutors 
could not reach him then, and that having fallen asleep in 
Christ, he should be with himon the resurrection morn.— 
*Flaving a strong desire to depart and to be with Christ, which 
- far better” than continual suflering, His sfrong desire was 
to “depart and be with Christ;” or that he might gain Christ— 

. lili, v. 9—and be found in him, that he might Anow him ae 
the power of his rsurrection, which are the same things wit 
departing and being with C hrists though diverse in phras apse. 
There is another phrase which is also identical, namely, that I 
may know the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to 
his deat} a is “lo de et ” or to seal his testimony with his 
blood; “if by any means | may attain to the resurrection from 
the ead” which is “lo be with Christ.” 

This object of his “slrong desire” is “the mark” and “the 
prize of the high calling of God.’ The mark was the con- 
summation of his career; and the prize, “glory, honor, and 
immortality” in the incorruptible, und: fled, and undecaying 
inheritance. The resurrection from among (exanastasin ) the 
dead was, as it were, the door of entrance into the most holy 
of the heavenly places. Christ is forever in the most holy 
into which he entered by his resurrection. T'o be with Christ, 
then, we believe, that it is necessary we should depart this life, 
and rise again; for Jesus to be with the Father, in the sense of 
this passage, he died and rose again; and so must Paul to be 
with his son. It is obvious, that Jesus had had no interview 
with the Father during the period which elapsed between his 
death and resuscitation; for after his resurrection he told Mary 
not to detain him, for he had not yet ascended to his Father. 
When Jesus arose from the dead God made him to know or to 
experience the ways of life, or the ways leading to life; and 
he revealed to his apostles the creat truth, that when he should 
appear, then he would become the author of eternal salvation 
to all that should obey him; hence the “strong desire” of Paul 
that he might by any means attain to the resurrection of the 
dead, seeing that it was the way appointed to lead to eternal life. 

To depart and be with Christ or to die and rise again, were 
the {wo actions of which alone he could possibly be the con- 
scious subject; between dying and rising he knew his “sleep 
mm Christ” would be pr rofound and undisturbed. Conscious of 
dying and conscious of rising again, and at the same time 
unconscious of every intervening “thing, to die and rise again 
would be to him, though centuries might elapse between them, 
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but two successive and immediate ideas; for it is the living 
only can count the lapse of days, of months, of years, of cen- 
turies and millennia; “for thefé is no work, nor device, nor 
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the gr: ive, W hither we go.” Eccl. 
9, 10—and, “the living know that they shall die, but ithe dead 
know not any thing”—v. 5. If the scriptures do not here teach 
the unconsciousness of the dead in “the intermediate state,” it 
is impossible for mo: tal man to say what is taught or wu taught 
in the oracles of God. 
Poraphrase. p 

I, Paul, know, that the preaching the doctrine concerning 
the Christ, whe ther from envy, strilé, or good will in relation 
to me, will so operate in my favor as to result in my freedom, 
in answ er to your p ray ers, and lt 1 consequence of the W -onder- 
ful manifestations, or divine attestations to the truth, by the 
spirit of Jesus © hrist—v. 25, 26. | know, that agreeably to 
my earnest expectation and hope, Jesus will be magi ified, 
even while I am a prisoner, whether I continue to live or suf- 
fer death in his service. For if I live, I do not live to myself; 
but I live that [ may serve the Lord Christ, so that my very 
life is Christ’s; yet should I die, it will be a personal gain; for 
I have continued faithful and shall then re st from my arduous 
and perilous enterprises; and henceforth there is laidsup for 
me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord will deliver to 
me at the day of his appearing. But whether to choose life 
or death, I am in doubt; if I were to continue in life, I should 
continue to labor, and in laboring I should bear more fruit— 
gain over some more to Chris ; and advance the joy of your 
faith; notwithstanding all this, however, I} have a strong desire 
to Aié—to be released from this dangerous w arfare, and to be 
with Christ, whom I have faithfully served, by a resurrection 
from the dead, which is far better th in all; for I long to know 
him, and to be the subject of the power of his resu rection, hy 
have a st ‘ong desire to know the fellowship of his § suffering 
being confor med to his death; if by any means I may attain gu 
the resurrection from the dead. The passage in 2-Cor. in our 
next. Eprror. 

) 





THE BIBLE. 


We shall find the Bible to be the work of one Divine Author, 
with its great and ultimate design carried on, throuzh different 
dispensations, but still through human agencies and national 
events. That desiga ~ommences with the beginning of time, 
and ends whe n time shall be no more. Naturally, therefore, 
may we look for that unity and specific purpose which, as the 
unerring proof of high intellect among men, cannot ‘but be 
expected in the perfect councils and word of God. What then 
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do we absolutely find? We find, in the writings of Moses, that 
after a soit but most impressive detail of Adams’ primitive 
happiness, and of his fall from that state of bliss and purity 

the grand, the gracious object of all the succeeding dealings 
of God with man is at once proposed, the promise of pardon to 
fallen man and his restoration to his Creator’s favor. This 

as the well-spring of life immortal, diffuses its healing streams 
through every page of the sacied volume: it hallows all its pre- 
cepts, and evangelises all its prophecies. Still, human meaas 
and agencies were called, forth, under the Divine guidance. 
The first step taken to accomplish this glorious end was the 
selection of the Jews from the midst of an idolatroys and pagan 
world, sunk in vice and ignorance. Laws were ordained, and 
services appointed to preserve this people a peculiar and chosen 
race. The rites and ceremonies enjoined had at once the effect 
of signifying better promises to come, while their observance 
kept up a civil and national distinction—a total identity. If 
again we look to the prophecies, we shall see the designs of 
Divine merey gradually and more clearly developing, growing 
stronger and more explicit, on the approach of that glorious 
event which they predicted. If we cary the mind further, 
and contemplate the actual advent of Him, “the desire of all 
nations,” with awe and admiration, we shall behold the means 
verified and lost in the fulfilment; prophecy completed; the 
shadow vanishing before the substance; the time, the place, the 
character of the Messiah distinctly marked; the page of the 
Old ‘Cestament visibly and literally fulfilled in the New; the 
attestation of miracles; the calling in of the Gentiles; the out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit; and the triumphant spread of the 
Gospel. Each and all of these circumstances contribute to 
prove the.connection, the harmony, the wisdom of design and 
regularity of plan, which evince a wholeness, a oneness in the 
Holy Scriptures. Thus has my purpose been accomplished, in 
establishing the literary beauty of the Bible. Its two Testaments 
unite harmoniously to form one grand epic; they concur in one 
transcendent uniform view; and come equally from the same 
Divine intelligence. The sentiment accordingly is of such wis- 
dom and purity, the diction is so varied and well suited, the plan 
so consistently and object so glcrious and momentous in its ful- 
filment that they cannot but be prized by every mind alive to lit- 
erary perfection. Yet this is not the only excellence or the best 
fruit of sacred studies. Taste and beauty do not here, as on other 
subjects, merely satisfy the judgment, soften the manners, and 
delight the imagination; here it is that the heart is led captive 
to virtue, the weightiest ,motives are supplied, the life is made 
holy, the hope becomes immortal, the elegances of literature 
and the graces of religion go hand in hand, the man of science 
is no longer deceived by “philosophy falsely so called,” and the 
scholar is completed in the Christian—Dr. Jones’ Lecture. 
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RETROSPECT OF NORTH EASTERN TRAVEL. 
(Continued from page 177.) 


The kindness and good will evinced towards us by the 
brethren in Louisa was exceedingly gratifying to our feelings; 
and from conversations with many, we have good reason to 
conclude, that much prejudice was dissipated from numerous 
minds both of the church and world. It is a remarkable illus- 
tration of popular instability, the fact, that while some of our 
suppesed brethren refused to fellewship us, certain of our bap- 
tist friends are willing to give even the Editor of the Advocate 
the right hand of fraternity. In Louisa we met with such in- 
stances. A baptist observed, that they called all the seformers 
“baptists;” for they saw no difference between them; and as 
to our discourses, they believed all they had heard. We are 
persuaded, if they had understood it, they could not have made 
this declaration and have continued of that sect. We rejoined, 
that in truth there was a great difference between our princi- 
ples however little in practice; and that as to the name, I re- 
sponded to no other than that of Christian, bestowed first upon 
the Disciples at Antioch. This incident reminds me of another 
which happened to me in Powhatan, some time ago. On my 
return from Richmond, I met with one of the deacons of the 
Second Baptist Church in that City, at the house of a brother. 
Hearing in the neighborhood, that we were expected there, and 
having a desire to see me, he obtained an introduction to brother 
, for that purpose. On our arrival we found him there, 
and being introduced, in due time, we found ourselves.involved 
in a friendly religious conversation, which with a few iuterrup- 
tions, lasted till about midnight. He professed great venera- 
tion for the word of the Lord, and, but for too great respect for 
priestly authority, was remarkably free, in speech, at least, from 
sectarianism. Upon the whole we were much pleased with his 
acquaintance; there was aseeming honesty and straightforward- 
ness which we hoped was real. He professed great goodwill to- 
wards his “brother Campbellites” as he styled them; and carried 
it to such an extreme (as some would suppose,) as to call me 
& ome Pr 
‘Brother Thomas!” Well, thought I, this is strange: here is 
the deacon of a church, the constituted authorities of whieh, 
not very long ago, as [Am informed, expelled one of its mem- 
bers for holding my sentiments, and hold on their records this 
as tlie cause of his expulsioa—one of these same authorities 
now styles me “brother!” Surely, thougat I, if we be brethren, 
and he avow it, his destiny is likewise sealed! But with some 
men, it is “brother” in the country, and “Mister,” or ‘Doctor’ 
in the city—brother in secret; but “Sir” before the woild, ac- 


— 7 1 an ’ 
cording as the ear of human patronage may be propitiated.— 
Pp 
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“Did you,” said an inquirer, on his return to the city, “see 
brother Thomas in your travel?”—“Yes,” replied the Deacon 
“I saw Doctor Thomas. So much for poor humanity! : 
But to return. From Louisa, we took our journey towards 
Berea, in Spottsylvania, some fourteen miles from Fredericks- 
burg. On Thursday evening, we arrived at Chuny’s Tavern, 
about eight miles from the Court House. The weather being 
unfavorable, we were glad to put up here, although taverning 
in Virginia is not generally very agreeable to strangers. But 
company, if it be tolerable, will convert even a southern road- 
side hostelry into good and excellent quarters. A gentleman 
who had seen much of this hemisphere, and a well supplied 
and well served table, made up the entertainment for body and 
soul. Our new acquaintance was on his return with his fam. 
ily, to Florida, where not far from Tallahassee, he had been for 
Several years the resident and owner of a tract of land. He had 
marched against the Seminoles, under Gen. Clinch, and wit- 
messel the battle of Withlacoochee. Being quite communiea- 
tive, we learned much from his narration of that campaign, and 
of the delights of the inheritance of a frontier Floridian. Our 
deduction from his story was, that men will suffer aug hing 
for gold. They will jeopardize their own lives, and those of 
their wives, offspring, and servants, purely for the “‘love of mo- 
ney,” which is truly “the rootof all the evils” of Florida. The 
deeds of blood which he related were horrible. Seminole de- 
mons revelling in the plunder and midnight slaughter of the 
unarmed and unresisting of every age and sex, make up the 
reaction of an oppressed, proscribed, and defrauded people. It 
requires many kinds of men to make up a world; and it is well 
that there are pioneers even for Florida. But how the nephews 
of Napoleon, raised in the midst of the civilization and refine- 
ment of Europe, and polished citizens of well organized, im- 
proved, and long settled states, can consent to exile them- 
selves to a country like Florida, infested by pestilential mias- 
mata, and the lawless of every hue, is inexplicable, except for 
the sake of gold, at whatever sacrifice! What a moral is this 
for Christians! If men will cast away all present comfort 
and security; if they will hazard health and life, and brave 
death in its most hideous forms, and all for gold which per- 
ishes:—what manner of persons ought we to be, in all enter- 
prise and self-denial, to whose ambition God has presented 
glory, honor, immortality, and riches Which shall never waste 
away! 
We had almost forgotten to tell, that “mine host,” had also 
rovided his quota of entertainment for our souls. On enter- 
ing the travellers’ room, too often dreary, comfortless, and 
bookless, our eyes fasteried with pleasing anticipations upon 
a volume on a table in the corner. We were consoling our- 
selves, that the book would alleviate the tediwm vite of our 
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stay; and so having despatched the usual preliminaries, we 
laid hold of it for the pares of drinking from the rills of its 
erystal spring. We had heard of the work before. It was not 
Butler’s,* but al Lives of the Saints; that is, in plain lan- 
guage, Lives of Virginia Baptist Ministers, by Mr. Tay orof the 
Second Baptist Church, in Richmond. A man may generally 
determine the religion or sect of his hosteler, pretty accurately, 
by the books, if any, of his rooms. When in Maryland, we 
judged our host to be a Romanist, by his Bible, to which were 
annexed the notes and comments authorized by the Papal 
Chureh, and in the case before us, we infered that he was 
a baptist by the same rule. In neither instance were we de- 
ceived. A baptist biography, baptist hymns, and a baptist pa- 
per, with here and there the circular of a baptist association, 
and the occasional mental corruscations of baptist preachers— 
are the great fountains of the unclouded blaze of living light, 
which illumes the baptist world! Who can be astonished, then, 
that camp- meetings, revivals, forged and delusive tales of sights 
unseen, ahd sounds unheard, with all the “new measures” of 
the age—should all be pronounced and approved as the “means 
of grace” to men! By these inventions, “the living word” 
vecomes “a dead letter,” and boots but little, if at all, in the 
“regeneration” of a sectarian; for that which is dead cannot 
make alive; hence the indispensable necessity, in the opinion 
of Antichrist, of “the special and direct influence of the Holy 
+ il to give energy to the dead word of the Lord! Surely 
of such divinity the light is darkness indeed! 

Curiosity led us te peruse some of The Lives; and having 
been made, by our opponent in Debate, the antitheses of James 
Shelburn, we turned to his nes gn to learn, if possible, what 
sort of gospel he had believed, obeyed and taught. The fol- 
lowing passage helped us somewhat in our judgment of the 
matter. 

“In the trial of his own strength he was ultimately brought 
to realize his weakness, anil to receive with consolation and 
hope, the atonement of Christ. Having thus been delivered 
from the kingdom of darkness, and translated into the kingdom 
of God’s dear son, he made a public profession of attachment to 
his cause, by baptism, in 1770.”—page 175. 

“Especially did he delight to dwell on the truths, that man 
is wholly depraved, that salvation is obtained alone hy the 
righteousness of Christ, received by faith, and that the de- 
pravity of human nature is overcome only by the special and 
direct influence of the Holy Spirit.”—page 177. 

In his opening speech, Mr. Watt said “James Shelburn has 
ascended up on high. He did not believe that his spirit rests 





*Alban Butler is 2 member of the Papal Community. He is the author 


of several works, among which is “The Lives of the Saints of the Oriental 
Deserts,” republished in this country. 
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in the cold sepulchre; and were he here, he would address bis 
flock in the language of the texts, &c.—See Gal. 1. 8; 2 Jno. 
1.10, 11. Will it be denied, that another gospel has been 
preached inthe Forks of Meherrin. According to Dr. 'Thomas, 
999 out of 1000, must be reimmersed to be properly Laptised. 
And he says, ‘if ours be the genuine labors of preparation, then 
is the Baptist Denomination part and parcel of the Symbolic 
Babylonish Empire.’ Hence the Baptists must preach a gospel 
different to Dr. Thomas, and therefore James Shelburn would 
condemn it as accursed.” 

Now we do not say, that Mr. Taylor has stated correctly Mr. 
J. Shelburn’s faith, any more than we admit that Mr. Watt has 
so stated ours; but this we would say, that assuming Mr. 'Fay- 
lor’s account to be true, the doctrine taught by us and Mr. 8. is 
not the same. In this, therefore, Mr. Watt has spoken truly. 
One thing is very evident from these passages, and that is, that 
Mr. Taylor does not understand what it is which constitutes the 
kingdom of Christ, or he would not teach, that Mr. S. was trans- 
lated into the kingdom before he was “born of water.”: It is clear, 
that he does not know what the act of translation is; he does not 
even seem to regard it as an actat all, but merely a realization 
of weakness and a consolation and hope in the atonement? 

aptism, with the biographer, is nothing but a public profes- 
sion of attachment to Christ’s cause, and a thing to be sub- 
mitted to after a man becomes a Christian; for it is presumed, 
that all the citizens of Christ’s kingdom are Christians— 
whether good Christians or bad, is altogether another ques- 
tion; and thus Christ’s kingdom is made to consist of all the 
unenlightened, unwashed, sincere professors of Antichristen- 
dom! Such is Mr. Taylor’s doctrine, which he shares with 
Mr. J. She'burn; a doctrine, however, nowhere taught that i 
can see in the Bible; and one, therefore, with which I have ne. 
sympathy. ' 


ry 
Vv 





BARGAIN BREAKING. 


This is one of that formidable catalogue of crimes which the 
Apostle Paul lays to the charge of the Idolators, and of those 
Jews who though they clearly understood the law of God, that 
they who practise “such things are worthy of (the second) death” 
yet not only perpetrated them, but even commended the Pagans 
in the practice of their abominations. Bargain breaking, extor- 
tion, and their kindred offences are the fruits of the undiscern- 
ing mind of those, who do not like to acknowledge God. They 
do not perceive, that the commission of these reprehensible deeds 
consigns to the punishment of eternal death; or if discerning, 
they imagine as the favorites of heaven, that they shall escape 
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the sentence of God. This sentence is as severe as it is just, 
and so the contrary. “The unrighteous shall not enter the 
Kingdom of God,” be they bargain breakers, extortioners, slan- 
derers, malicious, envious, deceitful, money-lovers, lovers of 

leasure more than lovers of God, false accusers, and so forth. 
To enter Paradise, we must deny ourselves of all ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, and live soberly, righteously, and religiously 
in the present world;” it is upon this condition only, that Chris- 
tians can attain to the resurrection from the dead to unending 
life. This is the doctrine, I believe, teach, and practice with 
a sincere mind. 

I never yet made a promise and broke it wilfully, it is quite 
possible, I may have promised a thing and have failed to keep 
jt; but then, that failure has not been wanton, but accidental— 
from forgetfulness or some other uncontrolable case. I say 
this is possible, and a possibility, too, which happens to all men 
not gifted with imfallibility, to which, for one, I make no pre- 
tension. 

A man’s general deportment in life, will throw some light 
upon his intentions. If self be the object of his adoration, or 
Mammon the god of his idolatry, it is exceedingly probable, 
that he will extort, in spite of all remonstrance, by threats, by 
law, by physical force, or by false pretences, the money, the 
labor, or the property of others; and, without remorse, violate 
all verbal and written obligations; provided he consider, that 
such infractions will augment his real or personal possessions. 
Such a man is unquestionably a bargain breaker and an extor- 
tioner. But if, on the contrary, an individual’s life be found in 
the active service of truth and righteousness, and in that ser- 
vice, holding to principles, the violation of which consigns toa 
resurrection to suffer punishment;—if, in the advocacy of these 
principles he suffer less in reputation, in popularity, in property, 
and so forth—if in his general dealings with the world, he be 
prompt, candid, and straightforward, it is movally impossible 
for such an one, (unless he be an execrable hypocrite) inten- 
tionally to violate the divine law. Now] leave it to all who 
know me intimately; who are acquainted with my general de- 
portment in public and private life, and who have not yet pre- 
judged me upon the ez-parte revilings of my. accusers—to say, 
if they deem me an intentional offender against the principles 
of truth and righteousness. If they do, then! call upon all men 
to combine—to compass sea and lard, utterly to blot out my 
name from under heaven; for no character can possibly be so 
abominable to the sight of God and all good men, as one who, 
while he pleads for virtue, “obeys not the truth, but obeys un- 
righteousness.” 

fam accused by a clique, the individuals of which are almost 
mnknown, save as my calumniators—b persons, as obseure 

sn their own immediate sphere, fer iaith, love, goodness, 
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godlines, and intelligence, as of old the Macedonian brethrer 
were renowned—by such, I say, I am assailed with the most 
ungodly clamor as a bargain breaker and extortioner. | shall 
not now stay to criticise their motives, further than to remark. 
that their notorious worldlimindedness, and coldness in the 
cause of truth, make it obvious, that whatever zeal they may 
be seized of, it is uot an intelligent zeal for God and the honor 
of his religion, by which they are actuated in dragging me 
before Cesar’s bar, as they have done. If it were, the public 
would first have been edified, by an extended edition, of eccle- 
siastical police reports—of the cases of gambling, of revelling, 
of backbiting, of swellings, and so forth, which occur among 
them. But no, they have singled me out as the victim of their 
revenge, thinking, | suppose, to exalt their own most questiona- 
ble virtuewupon the ruins of my good fame. But God is above 
the Devil; and their iniquity will yet recoil more fearfully upon 
themselves. | : 

As I can assure my brethren and the public, that [have inten- 
tionally broken no bargain, nor taken from any man more than 
my due, the question is, have I done so in fact? A man, named 
Curtis Carter says, you have;—you have broken a bargain with 
me, and extorted more than your due. To this I reply, J do not 
believe that you affirm the truth. If there was any bargain, { 
have not the slightest recollection of the matter; and most posi- 
tively I aver, that I never took from him one cent in opposition to 
his remonstrance. But, that Ceasar may judge for himself, I beg 
leave to submit the following statement, which is to the best ot 
my recollection. 

Having attended certain of his family and dependants, in 1835, 
I sent in his account at the usual time. Not long afterwards, he 
forwarded the amount by one of his sons. I receipted it; and wish 
the reader to mark attentively, that not a syllable of dissatisfec- 
tion with the account was breathed to me by Curtis Carter or 
his son for nearly nine months after—that is, until a few days 
of my removal from the city. hatever hard thoughts Curtis 
Carter might have harbored against me, it is evident, that his 
son, ’y whom the account was paid, did not partake in them; for, 
though his father employed me no more, he continued to do so 
until the end of the July following; and although Curtis discon- 
tinued the Advocate in April, 1836, his son augmented his sub- 
scription to $15 00, being a surplus of $5 00 over that of C. C’s, 
and is in fact one of my subscribers, and an honorable one too, to 
this day. 

During the whole of these nine months, C, C fellowshipped 
meé as a Brother and an elder of the church, notwithstanding, as it 





has since appeared, he considered me as a bargain breaker and 
extortioner! Whata zeal for righteousness—how sensitive he 
must have been for the honor of God and his religion during ali 
this time! For nine months, he could eonsent to recognize 2 bar. 
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ain breaker and an extortioner as ‘‘a pattern for the flock!” And 
now, that the “incubus” is removed and forty miles away, his zeal 
bursts into a flame for the honor of truth and reformation!! Surel 
of such we may exclaim without reviling—“Foolish and blind! 
while you are skimming off the gnat, you are swallowing the 
camel!” 

The time drew nigh that I should leave Richmond; I had for 
some short time previously observed a coolness in C. C’s demea- 
nor towards me, but being on good terms with all his family, and 
knowing the crustiness of his disposition, I concluded that it would 
be best to let the evil cure itself. But finding that the convales- 
cence hoped for, did not progress, I observed to his son E 
one day as we were walking along what I had noticed in his father; 
that I could not tell the cause: but that, as 1 was going to leave the 
city ina few days, and wished to depart on friendly terms with all 
the brethren, I believed I should ask him for an explanation of the 
difficulty. ‘To this he assented, that it would be well. I deter- 
mined, therefore, to do so when we should next meet. ‘This op- 
portunity occurred on the Sunday following. As usual, I delivered 
an addres after the worship of the morning; and in it C. C. alleges, 
that I made some remarks about members of the church charging 
me With some things which they dared not say tomy face. Now, 
it is quite possible, lmay have done so; for 1 was the subject of a 
good deal of such double-faced scandal; but I can assure Curtis 
Carter, that it was his own conscience and not I, that probed him 
on that o¢easion. If I did look at him, which I do not remember 
wage at all particular, Lalso looked, at many others beside; why did 
not they consider me personal as well as he? The fact was my 
exhortation was general; although a few weeks before, I learned 
from another that he was said to be somewhat dissatisfied, I paid 
no regard to it; being conscious of no offence, and therefore, sup- 
posing, that after so longa time, and nota word from himself, such 
a cause of dissatisfaction must be wholly imaginary. _ 

Having finished what I had to say, instead of resuming my usual 
seat, | sat down by C.C., who sat off, recluse from all his breth- 
ren. I did this asa manifestation of good-will, and with the inten- 
tion of ascertaining the real cause of difficulty in hisway. As the 
congregation was dismissing, 1 was opening the subject to him, 
when to my astonishment, without any art or qualification, 
he called me a bargain breaker and extortioner! I exclaimed, why 
what bargain did ] ever make with you that I have not kept? Iam 
ata loss to know what you mean! Or to that effect. ‘This caused 
us to go out of the side door together for further talk about the 
matter. ‘There he expressed no “grief;”’ on the contrary, he char- 
ged me unfeelingly and obstinately, which certainly did excite a 
constitutionally éxciteable temperament, which mine is. He spoke 
of a bargain made some two years before, in which I agreed to at- 
tend his sick for so much. Ladmitted the possibility, but assured 
him that I had not the least recollection of it; yet, I was willing to 




















return what he considered the overchar To this he would not 
agree. Having said a good deal to and fro, we agreed at length 
to drop the matter and to be friends again; and whatever may have 
been the impression on his mind, I parted with him under that con- 
Viction. 
In the pam hlet, he says “J (Curtis Carter) sought another in- 
terview.”’—Yes, he did; and here fellows the true cause thereof. 
Curtis Carter had taken up a most unjust suspicion against a 
brother in the church, named, J. J. J He imagined, that 
this brother (of whom I have often heard him speak in the highest 
terms as a man of principle and integrity)—he conceited, I say, 
that he was in the habit of resorting to his brick yard, and there 
drawing him out in conversation, and then repeating to me what 
C. C. might have said to my prejudice. Now iif order to verify 
this, he determined to Jaya trap for J. J. J , and in order to 
consummate his scheme, it was necessary to seek another inter- 
view with me, under the false pretence of settling the recent 
matter between us, if possible. ‘The sequel will show this to be 
the fact. The following was the development of the plot. 
E.H,C , sonof C,C , paida visit toJ.J.J *s store. 
While purchasing fruit, he entered into conversation with J.J.J— 
about me, and in the course thereof, observed im a very ominous 
manner, that his father, C. C had the Doctor completely un- 
der his thumb, and was going to publish him in the Richmond 
Whig. This declaration both astonished and alarmed brother J. 
who was our mutual friend. He urged E.H.C to go and see 
me, and to try and accommodate things betweenus. He professed 
a disposition to do so; inquired where I was; and soon after learn- 
ing my locality, left the store. Some time afterwards, in the af- 
ternoon, E. H. C ealled again on brotherJ. The first impres- 
sion seems not to have been deemed strong enough to moveJ.J.J— 
to the desired act; hence the reason of E, H. C being des- 
patched again. ‘The former conversation was renewed, and the 
same portentous declaration averred. I was to be published in 
the Richmond Whig, that was the thing to be remembered above 
all others. Brother J. again urged him to go and see me about it; 
and informed him, that he sould find me at brother Joseph Wood- 
son’s. He said he thought he would. He then left the store, and 
brother J went to the door to see which way he should go; but 
instead of coming to me to warn me of the cloud about to burst 
ae the, he very coolly directed his way back to his father’s brick 
yard. 

This had the desired effect. Suspicions were excited in brother 
J. J. J———’s mind, that all was not right. He therefore, deter- 
mined to shut up store earlier than usual, and come himself to see 
me on the subject. He presented himself with a very grave coun- 
tenance, and wished to know what was the matter between me and 
Curtis Carter. I replied that there was nothing now; for that all 
difficulty had been settled between us the day before. He said, 
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that eould not be; for C. C. was going to publish me in the Rich- 
mond Whig. He then told me all that I have related, and urged 
me to go and see Carter about it. I laughed at the idea, and as- 
sured him it was alla joke, for nothing remained between us; and 
that I should certainly not go to see Carter upon what appeared to 
me afool’s errand. ‘The thing passed off, and, but for the plotter- 
in-chief, I should have thought no more about it. However, on the 
next morning, which was Tuesday, Curtis Carter on his way to his 
brick yard, called at brother Joseph Woodson’s shop, and left word 
with William Bootwright to tell me that he wanted to see me at his 
office. After receiving this message, [ remarked to brother W ood- 
son that I suspected there might be some ground for brother J $s 
alarm; and that putting the things he had told us together with this 
message, it red becbisble that there was something foul in the wind. 
I would go, but as my faith in the man was shaken, I would take 
him as a witness, as] could no longer venture to trust myself with 
him alone. 

In our conversation on the Sunday previous, Carter had referred 
to his son-in-law as having been present when the alleged bargain 
was made. I therefore, requested Mr. Woodson to accompany me 
thither, that we might obtain in writing from Mr.R what he 
remembered of the affair. At first Mr. R stated verbally his 
impressions, but. as I requested him to state them in writing, after 
some hesitation, he consented. The paper he drew up was a good 
deal scratched and interlined, so that a fair copy was necessary.— 
I had myself written off something asa form, of which the defaced 
was probably an amended copy. In the meantime, he requested 
me to go up and see his little child, which was sick; and on my 
return he would have the copy ready. I came down and wrote a 
prescription, and then asked him for the paper. But, from some 
cause or other, he tore it up; and though he is under the impres- 
sion, that he gave me his recollections in writing, | am confident, 
as I told him a few days since in Richmond, that I brought none 
away from his store. 

In the afternoon, Mr. Woodson accompanied me to Carter's 
office, On entering, I told him [ had come in consequence of a 
message from him by Mr. W. Bootwright in the morning; and 
that | wanted to know for what he wished to.sce me. 1 observed 
further, that I should be glad to know likewise on what account 
he was going to publish me in the Richmond Whig?—*There,” 
he exclaimed, ‘that’s the man;—he’s the one that comes*to my 
brick yard to talk with me, and then carries tales away!”—I now 
perceived the working of the whole matter. Another interview 
was sought with me under the probability that brother J——— 
would carry to me the expression about the Whig, and that when 
he, C.C., should see me, I should mention it again; and thus hia 
suspicion, that J. J. J was a tale bearer would be verified! — 














QO, the depth of human wickedness, treachery, and deceit!—I re- 
plied, sternly in vindication of brother J—~—; and assured him, 
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that his suspicion was unjust. That he did not bear tales to me 
from his brick yard; but that it was a concern for us both, that 
induced him to communicate with me about the Richmond Whig. 
He then, reopened the budget of Sunday afternoon. I told him | 
had been to Mr. R————.._ Had he given me a certificate? No, 
I replied, “he refuses to certify.”"—-Not a word more was said 
about Mr. R I informed him, that I had brought brother 
Woodson as a witness between us. At this he startled, and ob- 
served, that he had no witness. I rejoined that he had not come 
to take advantage of him; but as a brother, the friend of both. Our 
equanimity was a good deal disturbed on both sides: at length, 
however, the balance was restored, and we summed up, in sub- 
stance, according to the following certificate: — 


This is to certify, that I waa present at the interview between brother 
Thomas and Mr, Curtis Carter, and which was the last that occurred be- 
tween them. That during the meeting a full and free conversation ensued. 
Mr. Carter alleged, that some two years before, brother Thomas had agreed 
to attend his family for so much. Brother Thomas assured him, that he 
had not the least recoWection of the matter, byt was willing to grant the 
possibility of the agreement. That brother Thomas also alleged, that a cer- 
ain conversation had occurred, in which he stated that Mr. Carter assented 
to the fairness of a certain fee per visit, and that if he charged that he would 
always attend his family. Mr. Carter denied any recollection of it. That 
brother Thomas said, he was willing to grant, that he might have ooo 
it. That, as he was desirous to leave Richmond on friendly terms with him, 
he was willing to give him any satisfaction in his power. That he offered to 
return to Mr. Carter the difference between the alleged first agreement, and 
the alleged overcharge. That Mr. Carter refused to take the money. That 
brother Thomas offered to depesit it in the hands of trustees, that ay might 
do what they pleased with it. That Mr. Carter refused thisalso. That bro- 
ther Thomas having no more that he could do, dropped any further discourse 
upon the matter. at they mutualiy agreed to forget the past, and to for- 
give each wherein the other was supposed to have offended. That there 
were some peaches at hand, of which we all partook in apparent frienda- 
ship and good humor. We then, left the office in company with Mr. 
Carter, and walking leisurely to the end of the lane, discoursing on gen- 
eral topics, we parted under the full impression that harmony was re- 


stored. 
JOSEPH WOODSON. 





Richmond, May 24th, 1838, 

While eating of the peaches before us, Carter, who had just 
then turned to look out of the side window, turned half round, 
and said with much feeling and emphasis, ‘Tell that man (Bro. 
J. J. J——) never to come to my brick yard till I send for him.” 
I replied, in good humor, **pa, I shall tell him no such thing; you 
must deliver that message to him yourself; 1 would rather heal 
the breach between you than widen it.”"— T'his interview is the 
last that ever happened between me and Carter. I did not 
pass another Lord’s Day in the City; and from that day to 
this, have never exchanged one word with him. Now, reader, 
just refer to the pamphlet, and yead on page 21, fiom “On the 
next day,” in the middje of the 17th line from the bottom. He 
eays, on the next day Mr, Woodson and I called on Mr. R. about 
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the matter; that Mr. R. gave me a certificate, and that on the next 
Sunday I sat down by his side at meeting and read the certificate 
to him'!! There is not a word of truth in the statement; hew could 
I do this when I was forty miles away from the city. When I 
left Richmond, J believed that all these difficulties were disposed 
of. I told Logan Waller some of the particulars on the Sunday 
evening of my first interview with Carter. He was then my 
friend. Not a great while after the commercial world was 
greatly agitated, [ visited the city, when men’s hearts were 
failing them on every side. A loan, as well as a gift, will some- 
times stop the ears, and pervert the judgment of the wise. [ 
called to see him; Carter’s case was introduced, but I think not by 
me. I believe he did tender his advice, predicated on such a 
statement as is contained in the pamphlet! But knowing, that 
the whole matter was settled, | did not regard it. We are indeed 
‘fallen upon evil times” as the Elders say, J am sorry that Logan 
should have mixed himself up in what does not concern him, 
merely to gratify Carter’s malevolence. Does he not know, that 
to certify toa negative amounts to an absurdity?—“/ can with 
—. say I never heard—” why Logan what does that prove? 
Why, that you are ignorant of the business! Now listen!—I can 
with confidence say I never heard Mr. Nicholas, the Autocrat of 
All the Russias, speak a word in all my life; and therefore I be- 
lieve that he is the greatest mute under the sun. Do you think, 
that my never hearing him speak proves that he cannot speak? 
Certainly not; it only proves that I never heard him speak; and 
this is about the potency of your singular certificate. Beware! 
Evil communications corrupt good manners. Awake up as you 
ought: and sin no more; lest a severer rebuke befal thee! 
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THE PAMPHLET AND DEBATE, 


Lunensure County, Ocroser 20th, 1938. 
Dear Brother T’homas. 
Brother Andersoy, expecting to set out in afew 
days, to his native county, and intending to call and see you on his route, 
Ihave concluded to send you a few lines, chietly to let -you know that your 
brethren in these parts have not cast you ofl, notwithstanding the appear- 
ance of the Richmond pamphlet. I felt a little uneasy when I heard of it; 
but when I saw it, all my uneasiness vanished. It will do you no harm.— 
It develops some of your enemies who were eagerly hunting for something 
to their own manifestation; but those who have independance enough, even 
to say that they are freemen, will know how to appreciate the malicious 
eflort of the author of that nefarious pamphlet. It jaa mortify me to see 
men professing what these Richmond people do; so far forgetting them- 
selves, as to let their malice overcome their better sense. lam almost sorr 
you attempted to answer it, and I hope you will give them a final dismissal, 
and let them say what they please; I hope they will see the error of their 
ways: for they say they are trying to reform. (I trust they may.) I have 
just finished reading the debate. So far as my recollection serves me, it is 
taithfully reported. With the exception of Mr. Watt’s nonsense and buf- 
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foonry; you have done him more than justice. I think Mr. Watt will be 
constrained to acknowledge your report of the debate, notwithstanding he 
has denied it before he saw it. Brother Anderson can give you a particular 
account of our trip to the west. Is it not possible that you can pay us a 
visit sometime in November? If you can, send up the appointments, and 
stay one week. My christian love for you, and all the brethren with you, 
My prayer is, that God may preserve you from every evil and false way. 
and that your time and talents may be devoted to the proclamation of the 
Gospel of the olden time. 
Your Brother, 


Wa. A. STONE. 





oO 
ERRATUM. 


Paryevitte, November 2, 1838. 
Brother Thomas. 
A few days ago, while I was in Riehmond, Mr. Ratcliff, 
(to whom the church at this place alluded, in the last Advocate, as the son- 
in-law of Curtis Carter,) called on me, and stated, that we had done him 
injustice in saying that he was bankrupt. I told him that brother Wood- 
son and Booth had so informed me, npon my arrival in Richmond, with the 
Advocate; and that I would say to him what I had said to those brethren, 
that we would take the earliest opportunity to correct the mistake into 
which we had fallen. Mr. Ratcliff informed me that he retired from busi- 
ness, but was never protested, and that the business ultimately paid him 
something. 
Please give this a place in the next Advocate. 


A. B. WALTHALL. 





fs) 
GIRARD AND THE CHURCHES. 


In a retired country village in Pennsylvania, a small church made an ef- 
fort to build a chapel. Finding themselves in want of funds, they sent an 
agent to Philadelphia. In the course of his visits, he called upon Monsieur 
Girard, and very meekly told him all about the church, and hoped he would 
wave a little to aid them. Girard made no reply, but took a check, filled it, 
and handed it tothe agent. The latter looked at it with surprise, and asked 
very modestly, “Hav’nt you made a mistake, sir?” 

“Mistake! oh, no. A thousand dollar—no mistake.” 

The excellent man tendered his heartiest thanks, and “went on his way 
rejoicing.” 

‘There was another agent in the city at the same time, who was soliciting 
aid for a large and more elegant edifice. He heard of the good fortune ot 
the former personage, and thought white Girard’s purse-strings were untied, 
he would step in. He accordingly did, and told his story with the same flour- 
ish. Girard, as before, wrote a check without saying a word, and handed it to 
the gentleman. He read it, and asked, 

“Te’nt this amuistake, sir?” 

“No! fifty dollar.” 

The agent reminded Monsieur Girard of his benevolence to the previous 
request, and compared the wants of his church with that of the little villag 
( hapel. = 

“Ah! dere is one mistake. Let me see de check.” 

The eye of the agent sparkled as he handed it back. Girard soberly tore 
it in pieces! The gentleman apologized, and, with mortification retired. 

{ Zion's Herald. 
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